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V. A (Botanical Defcription of the Flower and Seed- 
Fejfel of the Plant y called Crocus Autumnalis 
Sativus, that produces the true Englifli Saffron 
of the Shops : With a Figure. (By Dr. James 
Douglas, Honorary Fellow of the College of 
Phyficians, and Fellow of the Royal Society. 

TH E Flower of this curious Plant is of the Lil- 
ly Kind, monopetalous, infundibuliformis, with- 
out any Calyx or ferianthium^ its long fiftulous Be- 
ginning being afterwards expanded into fix beautiful 
oblong Segments. VU. Liu A. A. Fig. 6. 

It confifts of the following Parts, viz*, the Fetalum y 
the Stamina, the Apices, the Ovartum> and the Stylus ; 
with its Capillamenta Tubiformia y of all which in Or- 
der, 

<P ETJLON. 

The Fetahtm isdiftinguifhed into a long, hollow, or 
fiftulous Part, which lies inelofed within the common 
and proper Involucra of the Plant, arifing from the 
Top of the Ovarium, or Seed-VeJJel, and fix Segments. 
Vid* Lit. a. a. 

While this narrow, tubulous Part runs between the 
Leaves and Integuments that furround them, it is of a 
white Colour ^ but, affoon as it is difengaged from 
thefe, it inienfibly acquires a Purple Colour, which, a 
little before its Divifion, as it begins to be enlarged, 
and grow more open, inclines to a Red* 
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This narrow fiftulous Part of the Flower, about i 
or 2 Inches above the Thee a Communis , forms fix foli- 
aceous Segments, or divides into fo many oblong 
Purple-coloUfod Petala. Fid. Lit. b. c. 

Three of thefe Flower-Leaves are larger than the 
other three, but, in all other Refpefts, are much alike* 
Fid* Lit. c. c. c. 

The Length of the largeft is from i j, to % Inches , 
the Breadth feldom above { Inch ; The fhorter Leaves 
are from i, to i \ Inch in Length/ their Breadth be- 
ing fomething lefs in Proportion, 

The Infide of each Petalum is of a Violet Purple- 
Colour, vein'd with a few fmall Lines of a deeper Dye, 
running length-ways, intermixed with White, or the 
whole is beautifully checquered with Blue and White 
Colours. 

The Outfide is of a whiter Blue, with feveral whi- 
tifh Rifings or Ridges, and juft at the Bottom of the Leaf 
it is of a deeper Blue, the three fmall Leaves (Fid. 
Lit. b. b. b. ) are much of the fame Colour, only the 
Purple feems to be fomething deeper* 

The Number of the Petala is, for the moft Part, 6 ; 
yet, in fome Flowers we may obferve 7, or 8 ^ but 
then they are not fo large as when they are fewer. 

ST AM IK J. 

In every Flower there are three Stamina^ or Chives, 
( Ptd. Lit. d. d. d. ) properly fo called, arifing from 
the inner Surface of the tubular Part of the Flower, juft 
before its Divifion into the Petala, where they make, 
for fome Space, atvapparent Ridge, and then they ftand 
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upright, oppofite to the three large Leaves \ they are 
of a whitiih Colour, inclining to a light Pwple, being 
but little above ~ of an Inch in Length. 

In thofe Plants that have 7 or more Petala y the Num- 
ber of the Stamina is like wife encreafed to 5, or more, 

ALICES. 

Each of thefe Stamina has its proper Apex % ( Fid. 
Lit. e.e.e.) which is a peculiar longifh Subftance, 
ftanding upright, oppofite to the larger Flower«>Leaves, 
of a Yellow Colour, forked, not unlike the Tongue of 
afmailBird, at the lower End, where it is fixed to the 
Stamen , here like wife it is broadeft, but as it afcends 
it becomes narrower, and its upper Extremity is a little 
crooked, or turned to one Side : It feldom exceeds i 
Inch in Length. 

It appears as if it was double, with a longitudinal 
Furrow in the middle, in which Hollow the Stamen 
feems to be faintly continued for fome Space. 

When the Plant is full grown, they are all loaded 
with that Kind of fmall Duft called Farina fcecundans. 

OVARIUM. 

Called likewife the Vafculum Seminale, and Piftillum 
by fome. Vid. Lit. f. f. 

It is a particular Body, which arifes from the Top of 
the Pedunculw, (Vid. Lit. g.) about \ of an Inch 
long, or a little more, of a deep White Colour, three 
cornered, and divided into three LocuIamenta $ or Cap- 
ful*, in which the Seeds (which however feldom come 
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to Perfection with us) are formed, growing bigger and 
bigger aftej; the Flower falls off :, nay, even in this 
blooming State, if you cut this VelTelacrofs the middle, 
you may perceive the whitifh Rudiments of the Seeds. 

C> 1 I JU H u» 

From the upper Part, or Apex, of the Ovarium, 
arifes the Stylut, (Fid. Lit. b.) which is a long len- 
der Tube, that lies enclofed within the tubulous or fiftu- 
1 ir Portion of the Flower, being there of a whitifh 
Colour, but changing into a Yellow before its Divifion. 

This Stylet ordinarily fplitsinto 3 Parts, juft oppo- 
fite to the Top of the Stamina, where the Apices take 
their Rife, (Fid. Lit. i 7 i, u) and thus far it ftands up- 
right in the Middle of the Stamina^ for the fake of 
which only, this Plant is cultivated, and being prepared, 
(as fhall hereafter be defcribed) makes the true Saffron 
of the Shops, which we fo frequently ufe in Phyfick. 

I call thefe Parts of the Stylus, from their Figure and 
Shape, Capillamenta Tubiformia, or, Appendices Styli 
Salpingoeides, in as much as they very exa&Iy repre- 
fent a Trumpet, and are not unlike the Falloppian Tube 
in Women, being narrow at their Origin, and grow- 
ing gradually larger towards their other Extremity; 
which, like the common Trumpet, is open and expand- 
ed ^ and, like the Tuba Falloppii, is jagged, or fringed 
at the Edge. Fid. Lit. k y k, k. 

h .may alfo be very fitly named Crocus officinarum % 
becaufe that is the Part only that is ufed in the Shops* 

They are of a Yellow Colour, juft at their Begin- 
iung, continued from the upper Part of the Stylus, but 
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afterwards they are all of a deep Red Colour, only 
their jagged Extremities are tipt with a White inclining 
to a Yellow. 

Thefe Tuba, or Capillamenta, are from I, to i I 
Inch in -Length. 

The Stylus, while undivided, is ftrong enough to 
fupport itfelf, being enclofed within the tubular Part 
of the Flower ^ but the Capillamenta being very weak 
and ilender at their Beginning, this occafions them to 
hang down between the Petala. 

FIGURE 6. 

Reprefents a Root of the Saffron- Plant, that has two 
Stalks enclofed in one common Vagina^ the whole 
Flower with the Stamina and Apices in one, and the 
Stylus only in the other - y with the Leaves, pedunculi, 
and Ovarium in both, being fairly delineated from the 
Life. 

A A. The flower expanded into fix beautiful Segments. 
a a. The Fiftulous Part of the Flower. 

b. c. The fx Petala. 

c. c. c. The three larger Petala. 
b. b. b.The three f mailer ones. 

d. d. The three Stamina, or Chives. 
e* e. e. The three Apices. 

f.f. The Vafculum Seminale. 

g. g. The Pedunculi. 

b m h. The Stylus. 

i. i. i. The three Capillamenta Tubifbrmia. 

k, k.k. The jagged Extremity of the Capillamenta. 

B. B. The Root. 

C.C. The Gralfy Leaves. 
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